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The Home is Where the Animal is: The Domestic Ideal and
the Alienated Orphan in Charlotte Bronté’'s Jane Eyre

Bohye Lee (Sogang University)

[. Introduction

What constitutes an ideal home? And how can one achieve them? Many families in the
nineteenth century seem to be invested in these kinds of questions, especially in a time where
changes both on the domestic and social levels were inexorable. However, what happens when the
construction of the ideal home is threatened by an outsider that does not fit into the picture?
Charlotte Bronté's Jane Eyre is a novel that reflects these questions by bringing in the orphaned
figure into the narrative to further crystalize the desire for the ideal home and through the way
children are incorporated into the family and the household. Numerous works in the Victorian
period have romanticized these orphans as a metaphor for the bildungsroman genre, and Jane Eyre
seems to be viewed as one by many, considering the ‘happy ending for Jane Eyre and Adéle
Varens. This paper would like to argue that Jane Eyre provides the readers with a reading that
sheds light on the neglected and alienated orphans who are reduced to mere animals for the sake
of the domestic ideal. By analyzing Mrs. Reed and Rochester as guardians who attempt at
exterminating and reforming these children for the good of the home, this paper aims to demystify
and deglamorize the image of the children in the novel, which were widely sentimentalized
throughout not just the Victorian period but the previous time frames as well. However, by doing
so, these children are read not only as an object of child neglect and abuse but would also like to
place them as subjects that create fear in these adults, triggering a flight or fight response in them
as a coping mechanism to construct and protect the ideal home.

I[I. The Image of the Romantic Child

The Romantic Child - perhaps the most popular image of a child even to this day - provides
us with a starting point in understanding how one should situate the children in question: whether
to see them as a victim of objectification or as children endowed with a certain sense of power and
subjectivity. Galia Benziman, writer of Narratives of Child Neglect in Romantic and Victorian Culture
claims that there is two “rivalling] conceptions of childhood:” the first originating from “puritan and
evangelical doctrines” and the second, “Romantic sensibilities” (4). The former suggests a more
strict and rigid impression of the child, deeming them “morally inferior” to adult counterparts while
at the same time “ignorling] the distinctiveness of the child's perspective while projecting adult
values onto the child” (4). The latter regards children as “morally innocent,” regarding their
“subjectivity as valuable, fascinating, and profound” (4). However, she further asserts that these two
actually “overlap and interpenetrate in various ways since few aspects of the puritan ideology
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“survived within the progressive discourse of childhood” (4). This brings us to question whether the
Romantic period and its artistic endeavors were truly introspective of children’s subjectivity.

As children and the idea of childhood became an essential part of life, the general population
was starting to take interest in child rearing and ameliorating the quality of life of many children.
According to Ann Wierda Rowland, “the artists and writers of what we call the Romantic period
created images of children that powerfully condensed and encapsulated the new ideas of childhood
that had been circulating and gaining pace over the course of the century--" (9). This encapsulation
of a cultural phenomenon not only “‘emerged in the Romantic period” but “the rhetoric and images
that gave them shape became foundational to the dominant cultural and historical paradigm of the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries” (10). However, Benziman calls out the paradoxical nature of the
discrepancy between the “prevailing poetic and philosophical views about children and the factual
data regarding many children’s actual living conditions at the time” (2). As she notes, quality of life
of many children were “grim and hopeless to the extent of being regarded as a national problem,”
which is a stark contrast to the idealized image of childhood being “graceful, innocent, and [an]
appealing state of being, which should be protected and cherished” (2). As reflected in one of the
most read epigraphs, “The Child is father of the Man” written by Wordsworth in his poem “My
Heart Leaps Up,” one could see how much of an impact this cultural phenomenon had in both the
political and the artistic world. The interrelation between the child and the man, thus, could not be
separated, further proving that these artistic exercises were not only for the children but for adult
realization as well.

For the reasons stated above, this paper would like to focus not only on the children but also
on the opposing adult characters that seem to undergo a power shift between the children -
guardian dyad. Although “elevat[ing] the child and idealizling] it also means singling it out,
separating it off, and turning it into an other,” (Benziman 12) these children are an Other in a
different sense. They digress from the traditional idealized image of the Romantic child and are
instead bestowed the power to act as a figure of the uncanny, an unheimlich being that supposedly
brings out past fear in adult characters such as Mrs. Reed and Rochester, the main caretakers of
these children. Although it was widely believed by many middle-upper class families that children
were a quintessential part of creating the image of a happy domestic space, both Jane and Adele
are treated otherwise. The sentimentalized image of the children is thus erased and instead replaced
by a wild, alienated animal in need of extermination to restore not only the home but also the
individual’s repression of past traumas.

[l. The Animal and the Alienated Other

Unlike the highly romanticized image of the child previously discussed, both Jane and Adéle in
the novel are repeatedly animalized in the household by Mrs. Reed and Rochester respectively - in
the rawest way possible. Throughout Jane's childhood in Gateshead Hall, Jane is persecuted and
harassed by the Reed Family. Constantly branded as a “bad animal,” (Bronté 9) ‘“rat,” (10, 11) “little
toad,” (26), and a “mad cat,” (12) Jane's alienation seems to also stem from Mrs. Reed’s aversion
towards her and her wildness. The “happy” picture of children “clustered around their mama” takes
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place in the drawing-room, where Jane is banished from. She is “[kept] at a distance” and forced to
relocate to “a small breakfast-room adjoin[ing] the drawing-room” (7). Here, just like a ‘rat,” she
goes behind the curtains in a “sneaking way (10). According to Judith Flanders, the Victorian
drawing room was the “center of the house, literally and spiritually” (168) and “was kept for best”
since it was the “best room” that acted as a “teacher to the untidy or unmethodical” (174). This
place, then, must be regarded as unsuitable for Jane to reside for she is not “useful [nor] pleasant,”
(13) terming her “naughty and tiresome, sullen and sneaking” (15). After the red-room incident,
Mrs. Reed seems to “[draw] a more marked line of separation than ever between [Jane] and her own
children” forbidding her from joining her cousins “in the drawing-room” (26). According to Thad
Logan, the parlor - another term for a drawing-room (12) - was the “most public space in the
house insofar as the reception of visitors is concerned” (23). Not only is Jane barred from entering
the drawing room and exiled by Mrs. Reed to a “small closet” (Bronté 26) and the “solitary and
silent nursery,” but Mrs. Reed also made sure that she goes unnoticed by the “ladies and
gentlemen” who visit Gateshead Hall (28). Jane, a wild animal, is sequestered by Mrs. Reed from the
drawing room, both out of fear of Jane's possible contamination of her children and the defilement
of the drawing room where guests are present.

Unlike Jane, Adéle is a character that is more implicitly animalized. Fortunately, for Adéle, she
is able to visit the drawing-room although certain limits are imposed on her. In the scene where
Rochester, Jane, and Adéle gather for the first time together in the “very pretty drawing-room,”
(104) Rochester is seen sitting by the “superb fire,” looking down at Pilot, the family dog, and Adéle
who “knelt near [it]” (119). Quite reminiscent of the drawing-room in Gateshead Hall, both the
parental figure reclines on a sofa or a couch while their children gather around them at their feet.
However, Adéle seems to differ from the Reed children as she is almost always associated with the
dog and is treated as such by Rochester himself. Rochester constantly segregates Adéle from himself
and Jane, ordering her to move away from Jane's lap and “amuse herself with Pilot™ (121).
Moreover, in specific scenes, Rochester even shows disgust and repulsion whenever Adéle is in close
proximity, either stopping her from pushing her face “up to [his]” or almost needing to “[endure]”
Adéle’s caresses, “scarcely seem[ing] to relish it more than Pilot would have done, nor so much”
(126).  Unlike the romantic image of the child and the animal “as uniquely emblematic of an
innocent Edenic world” (Flegel 146) the image of Adéle and Pilot is a more pitiful counterpart as
Rochester feels the very opposite — a sense of detestation and loathing towards the animalized child.
Furthermore, the drawing room becomes a place where Rochester conditions her by habitually
giving Adéle “playthings” (121). Almost like a master throwing a bone at their dog to distract them,
Rochester tosses her a “boite,” French for ‘box,” and says, “take it into a corner, you genuine
daughter of Paris, and amuse yourself with disemboweling it” (129). She then sits obediently while
opening the present, just like a dog occupied with a piece of bone. The romanticism gone, Adéle
becomes dehumanized rather than idealized by Rochester.

Both of these children who are separated, sequestered, and differentiated are thus an alienated
Other, and the ways in which they are presented as one is through their animalized bodies. This
begs the question, then, how other characters that are alienated and animalized ultimately differ
from these children. Scholars like Laura Peters views Bertha Mason, Rochester’'s estranged Creole
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wife who is locked up, also as an “orphan” (20). Similar to Adéle, she is regarded as a foreign
orphan who “has no family links to the community or even to the nation” (20) making her a
complete outsider both on a national level and the home. She is also unable to avoid being
animalized as a “wild beast,” with her “snarling, canine noise” (Bronté 210). Although Bertha may be
considered as an animalized and alienated orphan, this paper would like to humbly exclude her to
differentiate the orphan with a child’s body from a more figurative orphan such as Bertha. It is
evident that Bertha can no longer be identified as a physical child. She also does not fit into the
category of the bildungsroman: a character that is promised potential growth for the future, be it
good or bad. This will be particularly important in the later segments of this paper, especially in the
discussion of these children’s reformation.

IV. Flight from the Past

Unlike the Wordsworthian Romantic child where the child serves as a means to transport the
adults back to a much simpler time, perhaps a form of nostalgic rumination, both Jane and Adéle
seem to emblematize the exact opposite - the neglected and alienated child that reminds the adults
of unpleasant and harrowing memory of their past. Accordingly, Mrs. Reed’s alienation of Jane is
closely related to her husband’s relationship with her and her son and ultimately Jane herself,
concretizing Mrs. Reed’s ideal home. John Eyre's untimely death appears to have a profound
influence on Mrs. Reed. The transference of power from the absent patriarch to the abandoned
matriarch seems to result in a strong desire to protect the home. According to Patricia Jalland,
after a few years of the death of the husband, “an attempt to build a new life began” for the
widows (235). It is shown that Mrs. Reed as a widow and a matriarch is “an exact, clever manager”
where “her household and tenantry were thoroughly under her control,” (Bronté 35) a clear
reflection of her striving to build a life after her husband’s passing. However, this endeavor was not
fully born out of the “sake of--the dead husband” (Jalland 234). It is instead, born out of jealousy
and bitterness towards her husband’'s fondness for Jane's mother and Jane, nursing infant Jane
more than “his own at that age” (Bronté 232). For these reasons, she later admits feeling glad that
her son “does not at all resemble his father” but rather, resembles her and her brothers - the
“Gibson[s]” (232). From the beginning, John himself knew his prospects as the head of Gateshead
Hall, stopping Jane from ‘rummageling] [his] book-shelves” for they will belong to him in the near
future (11). Not only is reforming John as the next-in-line patriarch a way for Mrs. Reed to “build a
new life,” (Jalland 235) but identifying him as a ‘Gibson’ enables them to separate themselves from
the Eyres and ultimately Jane herself. That in itself is perhaps Mrs. Reed's ideal home, a place
where she could be free from the Eyres that continues to torment her throughout her lifetime.

Similar to Mrs. Reed, Rochester's ideal home is constructed through the way he desperately
tries to separate himself from his past lovers and Thornfield Hall itself. Just by looking at Bertha
and Céline, it is easy to notice Rochester’'s colorful past before he settles in Thornfield Hall. He
meets Bertha in Jamaica after finishing his college education (Bronté 305) and also meets Céline in
France (14). Although Rochester detaches himself from either of those two, one locked up in his
house and another parted with him for good, they themselves never really left him. They “[haunt]”
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(300) the very halls of Thornfield Hall through the figure of Adéle as she embodies both of these
foreign women. Hence his aversion towards her, alienating her to project his own repulsion towards
the two women he was once involved with. Thornfield Hall, then, could never become an ideal home
for him. Laura Peters quotes John Ruskin's famous lecture, “Of Queen’'s Gardens” that defines the
Victorian domestic ideal: the home as a “place of [pleace; the shelter, not only from all injury, but
from all terror, doubt, and division” (qtd. in Peters 3). With all the terror underlying Thornfield Hall,
this place could never be a shelter nor a “sacred temple” for Rochester to serve Jane as an angel
in the house. Rochester suggests moving into Ferndean Manor, “which will be a secure sanctuary
from hateful reminiscences, from unwelcome intrusion - even from falsehood and slander” (Bronté
301). Unable to truly face his own fears of his past, especially taking into consideration Adéle’'s
horrific figure in conjunction with Thornfield Hall itself, he chooses to flee from them. As Adéle’s
legal guardian and as her ward, he ought to bring her with him to Ferndean. Yet, he quickly
decides that she is to be sent to “school” (300) to alter Jane's status as a governess to a wife, an
important factor in creating the ideal domestic space worthy of discussion hereafter.

V. Extermination and Its remnants

This crystallized notion of the ideal home for both Mrs. Reed and Rochester is thus endangered
by the animalized orphans like Jane and Adéle, encouraging the parental figures to protect their
household by exiling them from the home and reforming them for the future as animalized orphans.
Mrs. Reed, for example, tells Mr. Brocklehurst that she “advocates consistency in all things” (34).
Consistency is a trait that Jane has yet to cultivate, for she is “passionate” (37) and bothers Mrs.
Reed with “her sudden starts of temper, and her continual, unnatural watchings of one's
movements” (231). This is potentially threatening to the household since not only could this be a
harmful example for both Georgiana and Eliza who would be a future angel in the house, but her
wild animal-like disposition also threatens to overthrow Mrs. Reed from her matriarchal throne.
There is a shift in power during Jane's passionate dialogue before leaving Gateshead Hall (37). Mrs.
Reed is clearly “frightened” by Jane, “lifting up her hands, rocking to and fro, and even twisting her
face as if she would cry” (37) almost like a child. Jane, however, transforms into “an animal that
[Mrs. Reed] had struck or pushed. . . look[ing] up at [her| with human eyes” (239). Jane's horrifying
experience in the red-room seems to have triggered her, transmuting her into a wild animal that is
out of control. Upon realizing the inability to tame this wild animal, Mrs. Reed has no choice but to
exterminate her by sending her off to Lowood institution, a training ground for the wild animal, “to
be made useful” and “to be kept humble” (34). If Jane were to return to Gateshead Hall after her
education, she has to be an animal tamed and “trained” to be “useful” (34) in order to serve both
Mrs. Reed and the future patriarch, John Reed. Both the red-room and Lowood institution are a
medium in which Mrs. Reed utilizes to reform Jane as an animal, projecting onto her the desire for
an Eyre-less Gateshead Hall.

Perhaps a more explicit example may be Rochester's desire to reform and exile Adéle as a
means to relocate to Ferndean Manor to fulfill his desire for an ideal home. As mentioned in the
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previous paragraphs, Adéle embodies Rochester’s past lovers which amplifies his disgust for her and
Thornfield Hall itself. In order to cope with this hatred, Rochester tries to break the matrilineal
relationship between Céline and Adéle just like how Mrs. Reed tries to sever the patrilineal
relationship between her husband and her son to create the image of the perfect home. However,
bringing Adeéle to Ferndean would pose a problem as Ferndean would transform into another
‘Thornfield Hall' where he is haunted by his past lovers manifested through Adeéle. Since she has
yet to transform into a potential English woman, distinct from her French origins, she is sent to a
school just like Jane's relocation to Lowood. Only after when she is reformed with “a sound English
education” which will correct “her French defects” (Bronté 450) is she allowed to enter Ferndean.
The education successfully transforms Adéle from being a coquettish “daughter of Paris” (129) to a
“companion” who is “docile, good-tempered, and well-principled” (450). According to Flegel, although
children are similar to animals, they are also quite distinct for they are “adults-in-training,” that
needs proper “handling” to become “future adult[s]” (157). Under the guise of a ‘proper education,’
both Jane and Adele are not educated to become future adults but are reared to become obedient
pets that serve the household, especially Rochester’s. As her transformation is complete, Ferndean
is able to function differently from Thornfield Hall, allowing Rochester to achieve his ideal home
through his “first-born” (Bronté 451) while Adéle becomes a “pleasing and obliging” companionate
pet (450). All things considered, both Jane and Adéle are exiled from the home and are reformed,
becoming tame pets that are utilized to fulfill the desires of Mrs. Reed and Rochester’s desires.

However, it is important to note that both Mrs. Reeds and Rochester confront their suppressed
fears by the end of their respective narratives as Jane and Adéle are the literal return of the
repressed for both of these adult characters. Jane's return to Gateshead Hall to see Mrs. Reeds on
her deathbed exhibits Jane's tormenting figure that Mrs. Reeds had to see before she passes away.
Furthermore, it is not clearly evident whether Adéle decides to reside in Ferndean for good,
however, even if she is not physically present in Rochester’s new residence it is easily noticeable
that Adéle’s haunting presence takes form as Rochester’'s emasculating punishment that he himself
is trying to recover from. Both of these children are seen leaving an imprint on the lives of these
adults, despite their status of being ‘exterminated.’

VI. Conclusion

Ultimately, analyzing Jane and Adéle as alienated orphans through their animalization illuminates
not only Mrs. Reed and Rochester’s longing for the domestic ideal but also the way in which they
are rendered submissive by the end of the novel. For these reasons, Jane and Adele serve as
characters that unravel the unhealthy desires of Mrs. Reed and Rochester in striving to build a
home where Jane and Adéle are either exterminated as wild animals or reformed into a tamer
counterpart. Reading Jane and Adéle as neglected and alienated orphans deglamorizes the
romanticized body of both the children and animals, providing the readers with a glimpse of the
way they are silenced, dehumanized, and often fetishized in the Victorian period. Furthermore, it
gives them an opportunity to exercise power and subjectivity in acting as horrifying and destructive
figures that bring about fear and distress in these adults.
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Perspectives on Transcendent Education from Recovery to

Renewal

Dary E. Dacanay(St. Patrick School / Philippines)

The unexpected changes and transitions brought about by the COVID-19 pandemic have
profoundly transformed many people, families, institutions, and societies” way of life world wide. The
different situations provoked by this context are indeed considerable consequences and adverse
effects on the mental health of many individuals (Giuntella et al., 2021), especially in the emotional,
affective, physical and creative dimensions. There is indeed a need to reshape personal and
professional settings (Strom and Gumbei, 2021). In this situation, students and most specially
teachers attending face-to-face classes had to unexpectedly adapt to new and improved learning
environments in which knowledge, affects, bodies, relationships, content and tools, competencies and
complicities.

This qualitative case study research gives an account of how a school as an educational
institution experienced the transcendent changes in the lives of the teachers caused by the
pandemic particularly by the disruption of their pedagogy, the use of mixed teaching methods and
values of the community in the context of COVID-19. Schools made a quick adaption to the new
school system of a hybrid class and switching again to the full face-to-face classes. Each teacher
used the resources at hand to ensure that no student was left unattended. However, how have
students experienced this situation? Has the new scenario affected everyone's wellbeing and learning
strategies used to incorporate into the relationships situated in the virtual setting? How, in short,
have everyone related and related to virtual tools to carry out tasks they have always experienced
in a face-to-face setting. Understanding how students shape their experiences in this ambiance is
relevant for assessing the situation we find ourselves in and making decisions that bring these
exceptional circumstances closer to students’ needs in schools.

Studies on how the pandemic situations in the lives of students have shown that institutions
that respond to both emotional and academic aspects favor better academic performance and
learning engagement. In this case, schools that support students wellbeing also increase students’
feelings of belonging within the education system. With this dual support, students feel safe and
more satisfied with each other and acquire more appropriate coping and stress management
competency (Sadock 2009, Kieling 2011, Hyseni, Duraku and Hoxba, 2018, 2020). Teacher’s
contributions in the school indicate that further emotional support for students has become
apparent during this exceptional school period. In this regard, students have stated that school play
an essential role is social isolation by communicating with teacher and providing them emotional
support during the difficult times. The school experience in conducting online learning during the
pandemic has affected students’ wellbeing, different studies (Cidral, 2018; Selvarai, 2019) have
evidenced that user satisfaction and online learning systems impact students’ success. In the context
of Covid, the study by Quacquarelli Symonds (2020) indicates that while some students reported that
they were enjoying online teaching, others due to school closures, expressed a lack of motivation
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and negative attitudes toward online learning. Regarding online learning, UNESCO (2020= shows that
the abrupt entry into a complex teaching modality with multiple technological and pedagogical
options and a steep learning curve, can generate less optimal results, frustration, and anxiety. The
main challenge being the adaption to an educational modality never experienced before without the
corresponding training. A teaching style emerged in the pandemic is termed as the Corona
Teaching. It refers to an emerging phenomenon with psycho-affective implications for both teachers
and students to descriptive this teaching modality. These implications would be like a syndrome
experienced by the teacher or student when feeling overwhelmed by receiving excessive information
through educational platforms, mobile applications, and email.

Teachers today both in the primary and secondary education face the difficult challenge to not
only create classrooms that support academic achievement but also the emotional and relational
well-being of every student. The classroom is thus a setting well suited to the cultivation of positive
peace. This research presents the pedagogy of transcendence, a framework for positive peace,
through a synthesis of key theorists to bridge peace theory with restorative justice, along with
integrations of cognitive justice as well as critical and culturally responsive pedagogies. The first
important aspect of transcendent education is the realization of schools today as an ill-state, or a
pedagogy of violence, thereby demonstrating how education has become a setting poorly equipped to
support the well-being of students. This situation has been seen and felt as to how schools
approached and managed behavior and discipline related issues as well as mental health during and
after the pandemic. An increase in student behavior and discipline cases have been reported never
been seen in the history of the school. In the second aspect of transcendent education, the
pedagogy of transcendence is presented across the three key levels of positive peace, serving to
present a model to build education for a well-state. This pedagogical model focuses on how peaceful
relationships can be built within the classroom between groups, both teachers and students. The
pedagogy of transcendence offers a model for relationship building in the classroom that can
actively resist the long-standing harms of oppression and domination at the direct, structural, and
cultural levels of schooling. Harm is the outcome of a response to conflict. However, conflicts do
not need to result in harm. Through the pedagogy of transcendence, teachers can recognize conflict
as an area of strength for cultivating relationships that emphasize the values of self-actualization,
dialogue, and the pursuit of critical consciousness.

Two main questions of the research was asked namely on how teachers and students evolved
during pandemic and how the school continued its operations despite the difficulties of the
pandemic.

The teaching and learning process assimilate a different shape in time of crisis. When disasters
and crises occur, schools need to be resilient and find new ways to continue the teaching and
learning activities (Chang-Richards, 2013). One emerging reality as experienced by the school is the
migration to online learning modalities to mitigate the risk of the face-to-face interaction. However,
this sudden shift has resulted in problems especially for students without access to technology.
When online learning modality was used as a result of the pandemic, the gap between those who
have connectivity and those without widened. The continuing academic engagement has been a
challenge for teachers and students due to access and internet connectivity. Considering the
limitation on connectivity, the concept of blended learning emerged as an option for online learning.
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Hybrid learning focuses on providing students alternative ways of learning through online and
offline platforms. The school did curriculum recalibration. It was not just about the content of what
was to be learned and taught but how it was to be learned, taught, and assessed in the context of
the challenges brought about by the pandemic. A flexible curriculum design was adopted. It was
learner-centered taking into account the demographic profile and circumstances of learners such as
access to technology, technological literacies, different learning styles and capabilities, different
knowledge backgrounds and experiences - and ensure varied and flexible forms of assessment (Ryan
and Tilbury, 2013: Gachago, 2018). The challenge during the pandemic is how to create a balance
between relevant basic competencies for the students to acquire and the teachers’ desire to achieve
the intended curriculum. The learners’ engagement has change significantly in the teaching-
learning process. This has been taken up into the context of flexibility in the school curriculum.
The design and development of productive learning experiences is now part of the pedagogy.

On the question as to how schools continued its operation during the pandemic? First, crisis
force schools to adapt. It is adapting to survive or not adapting to seize school operation. The
pandemic forced change, and that change led to school choice. In the crisis, COVID forced parents
to be teachers and forcing everyone - students, parents, and teachers - to adapt to online learning
tools. Second, the school community got comfortable with some adaptations. Likewise, while parents
are now stressed out trying to educate their children, they are also experiencing educational
methods and tools that they have never seen and used before. They are getting accustomed to
them. Third, our adaptations have indirect effects that lead to other changes such as leadership
styles and strategies of school administrators and teaching strategies of teachers. The necessary
shift to school choice has changed the community in ways that were not intended.

Transcendent education is traditionally defines as an educational experience that goes beyond
the standard parameters of interaction and results in turning-point experiences for the school
community. This experience should never again be the same.

Four transcendent indicators emerged in the study which includes: 1) Family engagement being
a powerful way to create a sense of mutual respect between families and teacher: 2) Tools and
content used became flexible and accessible because of new learning systems and structures in
placed: 3) Relationships have become fundamental in the synergy between teachers and students in
facilitating productive learning: 4) Looking forward to stretching students skills and capacities like
never before. Parents are sharing new work-ay-home environments with a cohort of high energy,
and creative minds. Teachers are partnering with parents as managers of school schedules and
requirements while also trying to keep kids excited about learning and introducing brand new
modalities, tools, and behaviors for doing.

The theme portraits seek to answer the overarching question of “What is the nature of
transcendent education?” The themes become more inclusive as to: 1) Embracing changes which
means acceptance of the reality of things, connecting with the new approaches and strategies being
used and comfort in being at home to these new found school system: 2) Awakening means to
cease sleeping, to become active again, to become conscious and to become aware of something. It
is the moment to which a certain point in the process of teaching where something is born or
re-born, it needs responsibility in managing new things, it requires sacrifice and assurance of hope
for better outcomes: 3) Forming means all things come about via one of a series of forms or
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forming devices; cycles, progressions, stages of development, it involves steps of self-esteem, growth
and learning that may form within a relational classroom, there are infinite number of possible
realizations: 4) Releasing means to set free from restraint, confinement, or servitude, it releases
themes of courage, strength and perseverance in accomplishing new tasks: 5) Yielding means to give
or render as fitting, rightfully owed, or required or to give up, as a practicing school it is the
experience we know when we find ourselves in the presence of “divinity”. What we may call the
divinity differs throughout the world and within particular communions; but the awareness is
universal and often characterized as being in the presence of holiness.

These five thematic steps namely Embracing, Awakening, Forming, Releasing and Yielding are
among the steps that teachers looked as they respond to the invitation to co-create the
relationships of community. The themes of this study are the practical disciplines that can open us
as teachers and schools in general to receive these steps for Transcendent Education.

As we look into the future beyond this unique transcendent season of learning in the post
pandemic era, we are hopeful we will emerge from our social distances with wisdom and insights
that forever improve teaching and learning. In the hope that the channels connecting families and
teachers remain open and that we sustain a collective, mutual respect between parents and
teachers. The transcendent learning tools and resources can be made available to families in ways
that work to meet their unique sets of needs. And we hope that strong relationships remain at the
core of the educative community.

- 106 -
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Thank you Dr. Dacanay for your presentation, very creative and insightful.

Your research presents the pedagogy of transcendence, along with the peace theory
of which you got the idea during the Corona Pandemic. I do agree with you that
when teachers and parents respond to students' both emotional and academic needs,
we can expect better academic performance in our classes. You have mentioned that
During the Pandemic, further emotional support for students has become apparent. It
seems that you have seen some progress in both the emotional and academic aspects

of your educational system during the Pandemic.

And you suggested the pedagogy of transcendence and gave us four transcendent
indicators. 1) Family engagement is a powerful way to create a sense of mutual
respect between families and teachers. 2) The more frequent use of flexible and
accessible tools and content at on and offline classes. 3) Fundamental synergy
between teachers and students in the teaching scene. 4) Parents' and teachers'

partnership in an educational situation.

And [ have two questions about these indicators. You said that the corona teaching

enabled us to think about these possibilities.

First, during the pandemic period, are parents in the Philippines, in general,
participated in the teaching process more than before? Was there any systematic
support for the mothers who had to go to work? And what about middle school and
high school students? Was parent engagement also a powerful way to create mutual
respect between families and teachers? Or is there any difference between school

levels?

- 107 -



Second, how could the relationship between teachers and students have become
fundamental? In Korea, as far as | know, student-teacher relationships weakened
during the pandemic because they can't see each other face to face, every day.
There is a saying, Out of sight, out of mind. I wonder what happened in your

educational scene. How could it be possible?
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