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Abstract: This paper aims to examine Thomas Cromwell’s religious experiences

as portrayed in Hilary Mantel’s Wolf Hall by following the formation of the

Church of England. In Wolf Hall, Mantel’s Cromwell helps Henry VIII and Anne

Boleyn to marry, and plays a vital role in revising the canon law with the

Supremacy Acts. He is a prominent and resolute politician who becomes Henry’s

adviser, Master of the Rolls, and even Vicegerent in Spirituals, which is a new

role that Cromwell is appointed to by Henry VIII. Here, it is interesting to note
that his involvement in political revolutions and religious reformations is not for
the Tudor dynasty, but for his faith and personal revenge. That is, Mantel’s

Cromwell is a religious man who believes in his own god, belonging to neither

the Catholic Church nor the Church of England. [8.8pt, 145 ~15% |
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His[Arthur’s] blessed descendant, Prince Arthur of England, was born in the
year 1486, eldest son of Henry, the first Tudor king. This Arthur married
Katherine the princess of Aragon, died at fifteen and was buried in Worcester
Cathedral. If he were alive now, he would be King of England. His younger
brother Henry would likely be Archbishop of Canterbury, and would not be
in pursuit of a woman of whom the cardinal hears nothing good: a woman to
whom, several years before the dukes[Norfolk and Suffolk] walk in to despoil
him, he will need to turn his attention; whose history, before ruin seizes him,

he will need to comprehend. (66)
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There is nothing to see. There is nothing to smell. There is nothing to hear.
But its motion, its insolent shift, makes my stomach heave. I can sense at the
periphery, the limit of all my senses the dimensions of the creature. It is as
high as a child of two. (MacFarquhar)
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“Why would you want to make another breach in the walls of Christendom?”
“The King of England is not an infidel. Nor am L.”

“Are you not? I hardly know whether you pray to the god of Luther and the
Germans, or some heathen god you met with on your travels, or some
English deity of your own invention. Perhaps your faith is for purchase. You
would serve the Sultan if the price is right.” (351-52)
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“A lie is no less a lie because it is a thousand years old. Your undivided
church has liked nothing better than persecuting its own members, burning
them and hacking them apart when they stood by their own conscience,
slashing their bellies open and feeding their guts to dogs. You call history to
your aid, but what is history to you? It is a mirror that flatters Thomas More.
But I have another mirror, I hold it up and it shows a vain and dangerous
man, and when I turn it about it shows a killer, for you will drag down with
you God knows how many, who will only have the suffering, and not your
martyr’s gratification. (566) [Qpt. of W: ¢1Z::20, @ =%:20]
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“It is not so important, what happens to the body. I have led in some ways
a blessed life. God has been good and not tested me. Now he does I cannot
fail him. (634)
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July 1529: Thomas Cromwell of London, gentleman. [. . .] Money to his
servants. Forty pounds to be divided between forty poor maidens on their
marriage. Twenty pounds for mending the roads. Ten pounds towards feeding
poor prisoners in the London gaols. [. . .] To God his soul. (148)
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